Grace Notes

June-July 2009
Happy Summer everyone! We apologize that this newsletter is a couple of weeks late. We are sending Grace Notes via e-mail this time to those whose e-mail address we have, to save time and postage. If we do not have your e-mail at this time, you will receive a paper copy in the mail. If you are getting this by regular mail, and would prefer to receive it by e-mail in the future, please send your e-mail address to bethhowden@yahoo.com. Everyone who does not give us an e-mail address will continue to receive a paper copy. 
New Baby!


Congratulations to Jaime and David Mosher on the healthy birth of Nathan Samuel on June 3rd.  He weighed in at 8 lbs. 11 oz. Both mother and baby are doing very well. His baptism is scheduled for Aug. 2, and the Moshers want to invite everyone to a baptismal meal/celebration afterwards in Kidwell Hall. 
Results of Annual Parish Meeting.

Thank you for all who attended the Annual Parish Meeting. There were good discussions and much encouragement. Ron Burdick is our new Sr. Warden. Tony Amico will continue to serve as Jr. Warden. The new vestry member is Ted Stafanski. The vestry is now composed of Ron Burdick, Evan Hughes, Rolly Keisling, Bob Crane, Tony Amico, David Mosher, Ted Stefanski, with Jim Kester as Treasurer. 
Sunday School Party.


Our annual Sunday School party will be Saturday, June 20th, at 7:00 P.M. in Kidwell Hall. Please speak to Ellen Williams if you have not and would like to sign up to bring something. One and all are invited!
Hymn Sing.


Cathy Toothill is hosting an outdoor “hymn sing” at her house on Sunday, June 21st, at 7 PM. Mark and Timothy Howden will speak about their mission trip to Ghana, and appeal for funds as they are still short on their fundraising.

5-K Run.


The Third Annual Running With Grace is scheduled for July 18! The festivities will begin at 9:00 A.M. Please speak to Bob Crane or Tony Amico if you can volunteer to help that day.
After Church Fellowships. 


It was a lovely time after church on May 31, which was Pentecost Sunday. Edie MacIntire and Kcaarin Pineau hosted an “ice cream social” with ice cream, strawberries, and an exquisite spice cake. The weather was beautiful, and the rhododendron blossoms exquisite, so we brought the table outside and enjoyed our fellowship outdoors. The next after church fellowship on July 5th will be hosted by Jane Statsman, Marge Bohn and Sue Crane.
Reading the Bible in 90 Days.

Our “Reading through the Bible in Ninety Days” was a challenge and blessing. Not everyone finished reading the entire Bible but we grappled with unfamiliar Old Testament passages and learned much.  
Sunday School Classes.


Sunday School will switch from “Reading the Bible in 90 Days” to a study on Ester taught be Dr. Scott Kester. Linda Burdick, with the help of Marge Bohn, will continue teaching the youngsters. Scott Kester already started teaching the book of Esther in the adult class. It is evident that Scott has put in a lot of preparation for this series and you will want to take advantage of a biblical/historical feast. 
Teacher needed.


Would anyone like to serve the Lord in the Sunday School teaching ministry? We are currently seeking a teacher for our Junior Class (ages 8 – 12) beginning in the fall. Speak to David Mosher if you are interested. He will be taking over as the S. S. superintendent in September.
Neighborhood Party!

The GRECO outreach committee has laid plans for a neighborhood party for this September 13. We would like to have a meal, music, games, and possibly a message on the lawn, under the trees of our church facility. This could be an opportunity to get exposure for our parish, and have a good time. We would like to pass out invitations around the neighborhood. 
Picnic?

There just may be a church picnic at either Nay Aug, Robinson or McDade Park this summer. An announcement will be made. 

Episcopal Visit.

Bishop David Hicks will pay an Episcopal visit to our parish on October 25th. Please consider getting confirmed if you have not yet done so. The pastor will conduct a confirmation class with anyone getting confirmed.  Please let him know if you are interested.
Vestry and Women’s Meeting.

The vestry and women met on May 12th. The next vestry and women’s meeting will fall on July 14th. The women are studying a devotional called, “Change.” All women are invited. 
International Spiritual Enrichment Conference.


Beth Howden will be attending this conference, sponsored by the Women’s Ministry of the Reformed Episcopal Church, on June 27-28. It takes place in Houston, Texas, and Donna Partow will be the speaker. Be looking for a report of this in the next newsletter!
Crisis Pregnancy Center

Care Net is still working to start a crisis pregnancy center in the Scranton area. Scott Kester is on the board now along with Mike Stout, John Grimm, and Tammy Johnson. The fundraising dinner on June 4th was very successful, the food was delicious, the music was lovely, and the presentations were marvelous. The CareNet board is now actively seeking a location in Scranton to use as a facility.
Bible Studies.

The Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study is reviewing the prayers in God’s Word. The “Mothering Class” and another Women’s Bible study are held at the Howden’s house. Please support these Bible studies with your prayers and participation. 
Women’s Bible Study.

Beth, Elaine and Marge are heading up a monthly Women’s Bible Study that has been well received and a blessing. It meets the last Friday Evening of each month. It is geared towards ministering to younger women, but middle-aged or order women are welcome to participate. They are using the book Spiritual Mothering by Susan Hunt. Please give this a try if you haven’t already. The study will not meet in June; the next one is scheduled for July 24th, at 7:00 P.M. at Beth Howden’s home.

Wider Anglican Communion. 

This June 22-25 the first Provincial Assembly of the ACNA (Anglican Church in North America) will convene in Bedford, Texas. The Reformed Episcopal Church is part of this effort, and we have various Bishops and laypeople attending. The ACNA will be a federation of conservative Anglican denominations intended to offer a faithful replacement to the liberal Episcopal Church in the United States.   

Women’s Day.

Women’s Day on Friday, May 1st, in Valley Forge was a success. Our woodwind trio (Ellen, Alex, Charissa, and Beth on piano) performed special music, and our parish had a good group of ladies who attended. 

Scranton Rescue Mission.  


June 7 turned out be a good opportunity to serve the down-and-out and needy at the Scranton Rescue Mission. Bob Crane and Cheryl Smith helped out with the preparation, and Rolly Keisling funded much of the food we served. The Wind Ensemble also played. We are scheduled to serve once every three months at the Rescue Mission.
GraceREC.org. 


Check out our web site; there are new things. Evan also masters the diocesan web site. 
Women of the Church Visit Shut-ins.


Women of the Church have come up with a list of volunteers to visit the shut-ins each month. More volunteers are needed to visit for the summer months. If you have never gone to see the shut-ins and would like to be paired up with someone else who knows them that can be arranged, see Jaime Mosher to help.


2009 Mission Trips. 

Remember the short-term mission trips this summer. The R.E.C. is sending teams to Brazil and Germany this summer. Campus Life, a youth group at North Pocono High School, is sponsoring a mission team to Ghana, Africa. The young people going will help and encourage the missionaries and churches of the area by building a school and church. Mark and Tim Howden will be a part of this team.
Work Day.


Many thanks to those who came out and helped on the Work Day, and those who helped on days before and after if they could not make it! Please note the great improvement along the fence line between our property and Oakmont Apartments. Bob Crane is primarily responsible for this beautiful development. Teresa Forgione and Lynda Keisling helped wash windows, and others have done their parts. 
Sexton Duties.


We are in need of more volunteers for doing the janitorial work around the church. The jobs are divided up and each job could be small or bigger as you are able to assist. Let Pastor Howden know if you are willing to volunteer. 


Pulpit.

With the blessing of the Bishop and the vote of the vestry, Evan Hughes and Scott Pineau will be preaching on a regular basis. Once every six weeks, either Evan or Scott will fill the pulpit so as to get their own experience in working toward the diaconate, and help Pastor Howden get some relief. 
Men’s Fellowship. 

The men have been meeting from time to time for prayer and fellowship. Friendly’s Restaurant in Dunmore is our venue. We gather every other month on the second Tuesday to discuss a book by Kent Hughes and have fellowship. The next one is June 16th. See Evan Hughes for details.
Cooking with Grace

The Grace R.E. Church Cook Books have been a wonderful fundraiser for the parish. The books brought in more than $500.00. They are still copies available for purchase (cost $10.00). Make checks payable to Jaime Mosher. 
Altar Guild.

Be aware of the people who work behind the scenes to prepare Holy Communion, put up banners, change candles, wash linens, etc. Cheryl Smith recently embroidered beautiful Christian symbols on a few of the linens. We enjoyed spectacular flowers during the Easter season, thanks mainly to Bob and Sue Crane. 

Prayer Needs.

The Williams’ family after the shooting of Brenda, and the officers involved in the shooting.

Jeff Hughes and Jack Hughes Jr. Stanley North. The Statsmans. The Burdicks. The Mendez family. Kathy Toothill. Doris Mullen. Malachi Howden. Cathy Toothill. Patty Vietri. Jamie Barber. Susan Philips. Marion Strauch. Malachi Howden. Jim Kester. Nancy Whitley. Bob Crane. The Mosher Family.
Please pray for our missionaries, and the short-term mission trips to Ghana, Brazil, and Germany. Pray for prison inmates, our shut-ins, the Scranton Rescue Mission, a CareNet crisis pregnancy center for Scranton, and our soldiers in Iraq and Afghanistan. 

Pray for the ministry of Rock Mountain Bible Camp. Pray for those traveling this summer on vacation.
Pray for the growth of Grace R.E. Church, and for the Lord to help us make up the budget shortfall.
A Prayer for Fair Weather.


“Almighty and most merciful Father, we humbly beseech thee, of thy great goodness, to restrain those immoderate rains, wherewith thou hast afflicted us; And we pray thee to send us such seasonable weather, that the earth may, in due time yield her increase, for our use and benefit; and give us grace, that we may learn, by thy visitations, to amend our lives, and for thy clemency to give thee thanks and praise; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.”  BCP. P. 69.

Sunday School Snacks Schedule:

June 21 – Kate Hughes

June 28 – Marge Bohn

July 5 – Ellen Williams

July 12 – Linda Burdick

July 19 – Elaine Kester

July 26 – Bob Crane

August 2 – Kate Hughes

August 9 – Beth Howden

August 16 – Edie MacIntire

August 23 – Jeane Mehne

August 30 – Ellen Williams
Birthdays for June and July.
June: 
                 



July:

2 – Rollin Keisling



7 – Timothy Howden

3 – Nathan Mosher



9 – Jane Statsman





7 – Lynda Keisling



17 – Josie McColligan

7 – Kate Hughes



19 – Tony Amico

9 – Pastor Paul Howden


22 – Mary Ann Stoppini

11 – Robert Crane



26 – Claire Kegel

13 – Midge Stefanski

22 – Jaime Mosher

27 – Adrianna Howden

28 – Alexandra Williams

28 – Sylvia Bush

Anniversaries:

June 5 - Juan & Mayra Mendez; June 20 – Charles & Jean Maus; Pastor Paul & Beth Howden – June 30, July 8 – Bob & Sue Crane, July 30 – Tony & Valerie Amico


