Grace Notes

Easter 2010
Greetings in the Lord from Grace Reformed Episcopal Church! We hope you have a joyful Eastertide season. We thought we had better get a newsletter out to remind everyone about the service times for Holy Week, as well as all the other good things we have going on. But first, we would like to pass along a neat hymn story in the hopes that it will help you to anticipate the wonderful celebration ahead of us as we walk with our Lord Jesus through the week of His Passion, remembering all that He has done for us. It was written by Mary Ann Stoppini and she shared it with Beth recently.
There is so much to say, both about John of Damascus and about John Mason Neale, his translator, that books could be written, but hope I have included just enough to be interesting to most, without being totally boring.   It gives me the goose bumps to think about how this song was sung on Easter Eve, with the lighting of the tapers after such great darkness.
 
The day of resurrection! Earth, tell it out abroad;
The Passover of gladness, the Passover of God.
From death to life eternal, from earth unto the sky,
Our Christ hath brought us over, with hymns of victory.
Our hearts be pure from evil, that we may see aright
The Lord in rays eternal of resurrection light;
And listening to His accents, may hear, so calm and plain,
His own “All hail!” and, hearing, may raise the victor strain.
Now let the heavens be joyful! Let earth the song begin!
Let the round world keep triumph, and all that is therein!
Let all things seen and unseen their notes in gladness blend,
For Christ the Lord hath risen, our joy that hath no end.             
 
John Neale, translator of John of Damascus, described how early Greek Christians sang this hymn:
“As midnight approached, the archbishop, with his priests, accompanied by the king and queen, left the church and stationed themselves on the platform, which was raised considerably from the ground, so that they were distinctly seen by the people. Everyone now remained in breathless expectation, holding an unlighted taper in readiness when the glad moment should arrive, while the priests still continued murmuring their melancholy chant in a low half whisper. Suddenly a single report of a cannon announced that twelve o’clock had struck and that Easter Day had begun; then the old archbishop, elevating the cross, exclaimed in a loud, exulting tone, “Christos aneste!” “Christ is risen!” and instantly every single individual of all that host took up the cry…At that same moment the oppressive darkness was succeeded by a blaze of light from thousands of tapers which…seemed to send streams of fire in all directions.” And then they all sang the hymn “The day of Resurrection”.
 
      Written by John of Damascus, who was considered the last of the Greek church fathers.  Born John Mansur, into a prominent Arab Christian family in the 7th century, he was given the best tutors, both Greek and Muslim, as well as a captured slave, former monk, called Cosmas. He was ordained a priest in 735, and his treatise, Against Those Decrying Holy Images played a major role in the Council of Nicaea, which met to settle the icon dispute. 
           John died in 749 and is recognized as the last church father of the Roman Catholic Church, declared a doctor of the Church by the Holy See in 1883.
      While at Mar Saba monastery in the hills 18 miles southeast of Jerusalem, he composed many hymns, and is considered the main hymnographer of the Eastern Orthodox Church.         
                  
It was said of John Mason Neale, (1818 - ), in Overton’s Dictionary of Hymnology, “it is in this species of composition that Dr. Neale’s success was pre-eminent, one might almost say unique.  He had all the qualifications of a good translator.  He was not only an excellent classical scholar in the ordinary sense of the term, but he was positively steeped in medieval Latin – (his) exquisite ear for melody prevented him from spoiling the rhythm by a too servile imitation of the original; while the spiritedness, which is a marked feature of all his poetry preserved that spring and dash which is so often wanting in a translation”
(Note from Beth: This hymn is #168 in our blue hymnal to the wonderful tune LANCASHIRE, by Henry Smart.)
Holy Week.

PLEASE NOTE THAT THE TIMES FOR THESE EVENING SERVICES IS 7:30 P.M.


Maundy Thursday begins at 7:30 PM, on Thursday, April 1, with Holy Communion and the washing of feet.

Good Friday begins at 7:30 PM on Friday, April 2, with the liturgy of Tenebrae. There will NOT be a choir special that night as was stated in the previous newsletter. The plans were changed and the choir decided to spend more time preparing some Easter anthems. Please note that Good Friday is a fast day, and if you can fast for the day, or at least part of it, it will be a blessing to you.

Easter Sunday, April 4 at the usual time! (9:30 for Sunday School, and 10:45 for Holy Communion.) We have a great day of worship and music planned. Don’t miss the children’s Easter egg hunt on the church grounds right after the service. It usually goes by pretty quickly!
Spring.


As spring arrives many will be gardening, picking up trash, cleaning, and enjoying the multitude of blessings of God’s creation during this season. Let’s both adorn the earth with beauty and delight in it.

Baptism.

Lucas Ambrose Hughes was baptized on March 7, and the Hughes family treated the congregation to a nice luncheon afterwards. Thank you Gail, Kate, Evan, big brother Jacob, and the rest of the family!
After Church Fellowship.
Jean Mehne and Theresa Forgione will host the next after worship fellowship on  May 1. 
Attic Sale.

The Attic sale is scheduled for April 10, from 9 A.M. to 1 P.M. Please bring all your donated “stuff” ASAP, as the ladies who work like to start setting things up a week in advance. Jane Statsman and Marge Bohn are in charge, and would like as much help as possible setting up, as well as the day of. The Vestry has voted that half of the money from the sale will go towards starting a fund to buy a nice digital keyboard that will be a great addition to the music ministry of the church. (The total projected cost of it will be around $2200.) There will also be a bake sale along with the attic sale to help the Youth Group fund. Ellen Williams would appreciate the donations of baked goods for that.
Pasta Dinner.

The Annual Pasta Dinner on March 13 was a heavily rained upon evening, but it did not dampen our spirits. A good time was had by all with the food and fellowship, and message by Tony about “They and We.” Thanks to the hosts: Val and Tony Amico, and Ron and Linda Burdick.
Nursery Renovations.


The renovations are underway, with much cleaning and painting and and hard work going on! Thank you to Jaime and Dave Mosher who have organized and put a lot of time and effort into this. It will be a huge blessing for our families with little ones.
Nursery Schedule.

Jaime Mosher is also setting up a new nursery schedule. She still needs several more volunteers to help with this. If enough people sign, the times for helping will be spaced out only once every 6-8 weeks, so please consider offering to help.

Grand Canyon.


The pastor will take a vacation and backpack five days and four nights in the Grand Canyon with his brother and another close friend the week after Easter. Scott Pineau will fill the pulpit and the Rev. Josh Grote will lead the liturgy. 

Sexton Duties.

Many thanks to those who clean up the church building and grounds. We still need more volunteers to vacuum the narthex and hallways, clean men’s bathroom, and help take turns cleaning Kidwell Hall. Please speak to Pastor Paul if you can help.

Work Day.

This is scheduled for May 15 at 9 AM. Come and bring your elbow grease!
5-K Race.

Out next 5-K race is scheduled for July 17, 2010 at 9:00 A.M. The GRECO committee and the Amicos are hard at work hammering out the details. Look for more news of this in the next issue of Grace Notes.
Easter Mailing.


We are sending out a letter to people who have visited Grace Church in the past or had some kind of contact with our parish, to extend a special invitation to them to attend the Holy Week services and Easter services. Thank you to Jaime Mosher, the Stefanskis and Jean Mehne for their help in this.
Choir and Wind Ensemble.


More members are needed in the choir. If you can play and instrument, we’d love to have you in the wind ensemble! Please consider joining. Please note that choir and wind ensemble rehearsals have been changed to Tuesday nights at 7:30 P.M.(instead of Wednesdays).

Wednesday Morning Bible Study.

The Wednesday Morning Women’s Bible Study is examining a book called Hope, the Anchor of the Soul, by “Women of Faith” Jeane Mehne guides this study, which begins at 9:45 A.M. each week.

Men’s Fellowship. 

The men continue to meet for prayer and fellowship at Tony Amico’s garage (The Man Cave). They are going through the book Disciplines of a Godly Man, by Kent Hughes, that has generated great discussions about theology, needs, prayer, and fellowship. The next study will be on Wednesday evening, April 28, at 7:30 P.M. 

Women’s Bible Study.

The monthly Friday evening Women’s Bible Study will next meet on Friday, April 23rd at 7:00 P.M. It is at Beth Howden’s home. All women invited.
Candelabras.


We have had some donations for and  will be able to purchase a pair of candelabras for use in our worship services soon.
Keyboard.


The Grace Wind Ensemble would be able to play at many more places and with a better quality if we had a nice sounding portable keyboard. The digital piano with amplifier would also help greatly the wind ensemble and choir as we perform from week to week during worship. Half of the next Attic Sale’s proceeds will go for this.
On-Line Daily Bread.


Fr. Charles Erlandson of Tyler, Texas, a good friend of Pastor Paul’s, writes a daily e-mail message which is a great devotional. It is free. To sign up, just send a request to be added to his mailing list at reverlandson@hotmail.com.
Exodus Study.
The Adult Sunday School Class continues to walk through the book of Exodus. Please join us at 9:30 A.M. on Sundays for this important class.
GRECO.


The GRECO outreach committee meets in Kidwell Hall on the first Saturday of each month at 11 A.M. Evan Hughes will head up this committee. Please join us as we strive to plan out the outreach and evangelism of the parish. A church home picnic is planned for this summer.    
Annual Parish Meeting.

The annual congregational meeting will take place on April 19, 2010. One important vote will be the adoption of new by-laws for the parish.  
Denominational Meetings.

This April 15-17 Beth and Pastor Howden will attend meetings in South Carolina. Pastor is on the Board of Foreign Missions and Beth on the Liturgical Music Commission.

 Crisis Pregnancy Center.

Please continue to support this ministry in your prayers and giving. In the recent newsletter, director Tammy Johnson wrote that they have begun to have parenting classes, and that they would like donations for the nursery area, including a bean bag chair, rocking chair, play pen or pack & play, short book shelf, and a toy box. Also, the second annual banquet will be help on Thursday, June 3, 2010, at the Inn of the Abingtons. There are actually two banquets for the day, one at 11:30 a.m. – 2:30 p.m., and one at 5:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. Reservations may be made by calling 207-1907 by May17th, specifying which time you would like to attend. It is $10.00 per person.
Scranton Rescue Mission.  


Saturday June 5, is our next date for serving the needy at the Scranton Rescue Mission. Please see Bob Crane if you are willing to help with this ministry.
High School Senior Project.

Dillon Costello has attended Grace Church several times and as a pupil at North Pocono High School he will do his senior project at Grace Church. This will include 15 hours of work around the parish grounds. If you know of other seniors who want to do their projects let them know about Grace Church.

Addiction Class.

The drug and alcohol addiction meetings are being well attended with Kathy Toothill leading. Several people including Ron and Linda Burdick are assisting Kathy in this class. 
GraceREC.org. 


Check out the new features on our web site. We get a lot of visitors due to our excellent site. Evan does our web site and also masters the diocesan web site. Thanks Evan, for the work.
Sunday School Classes.


David Mosher led a meeting of the Sunday School teachers. Some new changes and improvements will be implemented. Scott Pineau teaches the little kids. Linda Burdick, with the help of Marge Bohn, teaches the nursery; Elaine Kester has taken over the Jr. High; Evan Hughes continues to teach the high schoolers, and Pastor Paul the adults. 

2010 Summer Mission Trip to Collingdale. 

Plan on participating in the summer team to Grace R.E. Church this June 20-25. Some of the details and price have yet to be worked out, but the trip should be a great one.  
Pastor’s New Email Address.

The pastor’s new email address is paulhowden6@yahoo.com 
Camps.

Five young people from Grace Church attended the Winter Camp in Maryland. The kids who went attest to a tremendous time of worship, fun, food, and Christian challenge. The summer camp will take place July 19-23 at Rock Mountain Bible Camp. 
A.C.N.A.

The Reformed Episcopal Church has joined the Anglican Church of North America. Check out the web site: Anglicanchurch.net, and the important document signed by our bishops: manhattandeclaration.org

Episcopal Visit.

Bishop David Hicks makes his next Episcopal visit this Nov. 14, 2010.

Birthdays for April.

4 Danielle Sheerin

7 David Mosher

7 Silvan Pineau

12 James Kester

14 Riley E. Boock
15 Alec Mendez

16 Juan Mendez

17 Gabriel Stoppini

24 Lydia Howden

24 Norma Hughes

25 Matthew Crane

25 Adaliah Pineau

Anniversaries: Ron & Linda Burdick, the 17th; Jim and Elaine Kester, the 21st.
Prayer Needs.


*Pray for the ministry of Grace R. E. C.: Growth in love, holiness, members and giving; our pastor and family, our outreach, website, worship, music ministries, Bible studies, youth group, preaching and teaching, fellowship, and finances.


*Our members and friends in need: Pat Kester. Ralph Bohn. Edie MacIntire. Stanley North. His sister Ethylwynne. The Statsmans. The Whitleys, Kathy Toothill. Malachi Howden in the Marine Corps and Mark Howden about to begin. Jamie Barber. Doris Mullen. Val Pagliari. The Mendez family. Patty Vietri. The Burdicks. the Sheerins, Corrine Lennox and baby Lilly Grace. Kate Hughes and baby Lucas Ambrose. Wesley Drann. Claire Kegal. Jana Sheerin and her unborn baby. The De Vine family in their job search. Our shut-ins: Vince and Ruth Crane and Marian Strauch. Suzanne Grote. Bishop David Hicks and his family. For the baptism of Gabriel and Ziphyra DeVine.
*Please pray for missionaries, prison inmates, U.S. soldiers in Haiti, Iraq and Afghanistan, for revival in our nation and in our city, and righteous political leaders. Pray for the injured and suffering in Haiti and Chile.
*The ministries of: Rock Mountain Bible Camp, the Scranton Rescue Mission, Care Net of Scranton, and the 12-Step Monday Night meeting.
*Thanksgiving for the budget, and all God’s good and gracious gifts.  

*Pray for our Holy Week and Easter services coming up.

